ABSTRACT: Eclipta prostrate (L.) L. (Asterceae
INTRODUCTION
India is endowed with a rich wealth of medicinal plants. Most of these drug plants continue to be gathered from the wild. The correct identification of wild medicinal herbs used in Indian systems of medicine is one of the most serious problems confronting medical practitioners as well as pharmaceutical concerns. The nomenclatural systems used by the ancient Indians, attributing different names to the same plant and same name for different plants together with the time lapse, have caused considerable confusion in procuring the medicinal herbs in various parts of the country by various people. Nomenclatural confusion prevails with reference to Eclipta prostrate (L.) L. (Asteraceae). In the ayurvedic medicinal literature different species are called Bhringaraja 1 -4. Similarly the siddhas claim the occurrence of four types of Karisalanganni namely, blue, yellow, red white varieities 5 .
The present study has been undertaken to clarify these nomenclatural irregularities and to find out the correct botanical identities of the so called varieties of Bhringaraja and Karisalanganni.
Observations
Eclipta prostrate (L.) L. Asteraceae is accredited to the territory period 6 . The history and its centre of origin are debatable. of E. prostrate is not known to be existing as a discrete species 10 . The black stem colour of E.prostrata has been proved experimentally to be due to the development of anthocyanin pigments in response to direct sunlight 11 . 
Conclusion

